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UPSC CIVIL SERVICES (PRELIMINARY) EXAMINATION 2016

Question 1 | Polity / Parliament

Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. A Bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on its prorogation.
2. A Bill pending in the Rajya Sabha, which has not been passed by the Lok Sabha, shall not lapse on
dissolution of the Lok Sabha.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. A Bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on dissolution of the House, not on
prorogation. Prorogation does not affect pending Bills (Article 107).
e Statement 2 - Correct. ABill originating in and pending in the Rajya Sabha, but not passed by the
Lok Sabha, does not lapse on dissolution because the Rajya Sabha is a permanent House.
» Hence 2 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Lapsing of Bills (Art. 107-108); prorogation vs adjournment vs dissolution. Current affairs: Bills
lapsing at the end of a Lok Sabha term; pending Bills in the Rajya Sabha.
SOURCES
1. M. Laxmikanth —Indian Polity (Parliament)
2. Lok Sabha Secretariat — loksabha.nic.in
3. PRS Legislative Research - prsindia.org

Question2 | Economy / Development Indices

Which of the following is/are the indicator/indicators used by IFPRI to compute the Global Hunger
Index Report?
1. Undernourishment
2. Child stunting
3. Child mortality
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) 1,2and 3
(d) 1and 3 only
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1,2and 3
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Undernourishment - Correct. Share of the population with insufficient calorie intake.
o Child stunting — Correct. Children under five with low height for age (child wasting is also used).
e Child mortality — Correct. Mortality rate of children under five.
» All three are indicators — option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Global Hunger Index components and publishers (IFPRI with Welthungerhilfe and Concern
Worldwide). Current affairs: India's yearly GHI rank and the government's objections to the methodology.
SOURCES
1. IFPRI - ifpri.org / globalhungerindex.org
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2. Economic Survey — Agriculture and Food Management
3. NCERT/Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy

Question 3 | Economy / Fiscal Policy

There has been a persistent deficit budget year after year. Which action/actions of the following can
be taken by the Government to reduce the deficit?

1. Reducing revenue expenditure

2. Introducing new welfare schemes

3. Rationalizing subsidies

4. Reducing import duty

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2,3and 4

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Cutting revenue expenditure directly lowers the gap between spending and receipts.
2 - Incorrect. New welfare schemes add expenditure and widen the deficit.

3 - Correct. Rationalizing (targeting) subsidies lowers expenditure.

4 - Incorrect. Reducing import duty cuts customs revenue and so enlarges the deficit.

» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Fiscal deficit, FRBM Act, deficit-reduction tools. Current affairs: Fiscal consolidation path in recent
Union Budgets; subsidy rationalization and DBT.

SOURCES

1. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy (Fiscal Policy)

2. Union Budget —indiabudget.gov.in

3. Economic Survey

Question4 | Economy / Banking

The establishment of 'Payment Banks' is being allowed in India to promote financial inclusion. Which

of the following statements is/are correct in this context?

1. Mobile telephone companies and supermarket chains that are owned and controlled by residents are
eligible to be promoters of Payment Banks.

2. Payment Banks can issue both credit cards and debit cards.

3. Payment Banks cannot undertake lending activities.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 1and 3only

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. Under RBI guidelines, resident-owned non-bank PPl issuers, mobile telcos,

supermarket chains, real-sector cooperatives and others can promote Payment Banks.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. Payment Banks may issue ATM/debit cards but cannot issue credit cards.
e Statement 3 - Correct. They accept demand deposits (with a limit per customer) and offer
payments and remittances, but cannot lend.

» Hence 1 and 3 only —option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Differentiated banks — Payment Banks, Small Finance Banks. Current affairs: India Post Payments

Bank, Airtel Payments Bank and other operating payment banks.

SOURCES
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1. RBI-rbi.org.in (Guidelines for Licensing of Payments Banks)
2. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy (Banking)
3. Economic Survey - Financial Inclusion

Question 5 | Science & Technology / Communication

With reference to 'LiFi', recently in the news, which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. It uses light as the medium for high-speed data transmission.

2. Itis a wireless technology and is several times faster than "WiFi'.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 - Correct. Li-Fi (Light Fidelity) transmits data by modulating visible light from LEDs.
e Statement 2 -Correct. Itis a wireless technology and laboratory tests show speeds many times

those of Wi-Fi.

» Both are correct - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Visible light communication; Wi-Fi vs Li-Fi. Current affairs: 5G/6G rollout and optical wireless pilots.

SOURCES

1. NCERT Class 12 Physics - Communication Systems

2. PIB - pib.gov.in (Science & Technology)

3. The Hindu - Science & Technology

Question 6 | Environment / Climate Change

The term 'Intended Nationally Determined Contributions' is sometimes seen in the news in the
context of
(a) pledges made by the European countries to rehabilitate refugees from the war-affected Middle East
(b) plan of action outlined by the countries of the world to combat climate change
(c) capital contributed by the member countries in the establishment of Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank
(d) plan of action outlined by the countries of the world regarding Sustainable Development Goals
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) plan of action outlined by the countries of the world to combat climate
change
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - INDCs were the climate action plans each country submitted before the Paris
Agreement (COP21, 2015); they became NDCs once the country ratified.
e (a), (c) and (d) - Unrelated: refugee pledges, AlIB capital and SDG plans are not INDCs.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: UNFCCC, Paris Agreement, INDC/NDC. Current affairs: India's updated NDC targets and net-zero by
2070 pledge.
SOURCES
1. UNFCCC - unfccc.int
2. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in
3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 7 | Economy / Government Schemes

Which one of the following is a purpose of 'UDAY', a scheme of the Government?
(a) Providing technical and financial assistance to start-up entrepreneurs in the field of renewable
sources of energy
(b) Providing electricity to every household in the country by 2018
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(c) Replacing the coal-based power plants with natural gas, nuclear, solar, wind and tidal power plants
over a period of time
(d) Providing for financial turnaround and revival of power distribution companies
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Providing for financial turnaround and revival of power distribution
companies
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (2015) enables States to take over a large part of
DISCOM debt and revive their finances.
e (a), (b), (c) — Not UDAY. Household electrification is Saubhagya/DDUGIY; start-up support and
energy transition are separate.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Power sector reforms; DISCOM losses (AT&C). Current affairs: Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme and DISCOM health.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Power — powermin.gov.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy (Infrastructure)

Question 8 | Economy / Capital Markets

With reference to 'lFC Masala Bonds', sometimes seen in the news, which of the statements given
below is/are correct?
1. The International Finance Corporation, which offers these bonds, is an arm of the World Bank.
2. They are the rupee-denominated bonds and are a source of debt financing for the public and private
sector.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. IFC is a member of the World Bank Group (its private-sector arm).
e Statement 2 - Correct. Masala bonds are rupee-denominated bonds issued offshore, so the
exchange-rate risk lies with the investor; they raise debt for Indian public and private entities.
» Both are correct - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: External commercial borrowings; rupee-denominated debt. Current affairs: Masala bond issues by
Indian entities and RBI rules on them.
SOURCES
1. IFC -ifc.org
2. RBI-rbi.org.in
3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)

Question 9 | History / Medieval India

Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the ruler of Vijayanagar, consider the following
statements:

1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of the land.

2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2
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DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 - Correct. Land revenue varied with the soil's quality and productivity (wet, dry, garden
land).
e Statement 2 - Correct. Craftsmen and owners of workshops paid an industries tax (and there were
professional and marriage taxes).
» Both are correct - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Vijayanagara administration and economy. Current affairs: Hampi (UNESCO site) conservation.
SOURCES
1. Satish Chandra — Medieval India
2. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part Il (Hampi)
3. Tamil Nadu Board/Spectrum — Medieval India

Question 10 | History / Ancient Literature

Which one of the following books of ancient India has the love story of the son of the founder of Sunga
dynasty?
(a) Swapnavasavadatta
(b) Malavikagnimitra
(c) Meghaduta
(d) Ratnavali
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) Malavikagnimitra
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) — Kalidasa's play Malavikagnimitra tells of Agnimitra (son of Pushyamitra Sunga, the
Sunga founder) and the maiden Malavika.
e Swapnavasavadatta by Bhasa is about Udayana; (c) Meghaduta is Kalidasa's lyric poem:; (d)
Ratnavali is Harsha's play about Udayana.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Sunga dynasty; Sanskrit literature. Current affairs: Classical-language status and Sanskrit
promotion.
SOURCES
1. R.S. Sharma - India's Ancient Past
2. Upinder Singh — A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India
3. NCERT Class 6-12 History

Question 11 | International Organizations / WTO

In the context of which of the following do you sometimes find the terms 'amber box, blue box and
green box' in the news?
(a) WTO affairs
(b) SAARC affairs
(c) UNFCCC affairs
(d) India-EU negotiations on FTA
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) WTO affairs
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - The boxes classify domestic agricultural subsidies under the WTO Agreement on
Agriculture: amber (trade-distorting, capped), blue (production-limiting programmes) and green
(minimally distorting, allowed).
e (b),(c), (d)-These boxes are not terms of SAARC, UNFCCC or bilateral FTA talks.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: WTO Agreement on Agriculture, AMS, de minimis. Current affairs: Public stockholding and MSP
disputes at WTO; peace clause.
SOURCES
1. WTO -wto.org
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)
3. Economic Survey
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Question 12 | Economy / Budget

Which of the following is/are included in the capital budget of the Government of India?
1. Expenditure on acquisition of assets like roads, buildings, machinery, etc.

2. Loans received from foreign governments

3. Loans and advances granted to the States and Union Territories

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Spending on creation of assets is capital expenditure.

2 - Correct. Loans received are capital receipts (they create a liability).

3 - Correct. Loans and advances given to States/UTs are capital expenditure (they create assets for the
Centre).

» All three - option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Revenue vs capital budget; Article 112. Current affairs: Emphasis on capital expenditure in recent
Union Budgets.

SOURCES

1. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy (Budgeting)

2. Union Budget - indiabudget.gov.in

3. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (Financial Committees)

Question 13 | Environment / International Conventions

What is/are the importance/importances of the 'United Nations Convention to Combat

Desertification'?

1. Itaims to promote effective action through innovative national programmes and supportive
international partnerships.

2. It has aspecial/particular focus on South Asia and North Africa regions, and its Secretariat facilitates
the allocation of major portion of financial resources to these regions.

3. ltis committed to bottom-up approach, encouraging the participation of local people in combating the
desertification.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. UNCCD promotes national action programmes and international cooperation.

2 - Incorrect. The Convention has a particular focus on Africa (hence 'particularly in Africa'); the Secretariat

does not allocate financial resources, and South Asia is not its special focus.

3 - Correct. Itis built on a bottom-up approach with participation of local communities.

» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: UNCCD (1994, Paris); Rio conventions. Current affairs: COP14 hosted by India (2019); land

restoration pledges.

SOURCES

1. UNCCD —unccd.int

2. Shankar IAS - Environment

3. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in
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Question 14 | Economy / International Finance

Recently, which one of the following currencies has been proposed to be added to the basket of IMF's
SDR?

(a) Rouble

(b) Rand

(c) Indian Rupee

(d) Renminbi

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Renminbi

DETAILED EXPLANATION

Option (d) - In November 2015 the IMF Board decided to include the Chinese Renminbi (yuan) as the fifth
SDR currency, effective 1 October 2016.

(a), (b), (c) - Rouble, Rand and Rupee are not in the basket (US dollar, euro, pound sterling, yen and
renminbi are).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Special Drawing Rights and valuation basket. Current affairs: SDR allocations; discussions on a
multipolar currency system.

SOURCES

1. IMF -imf.org

2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)

3. RBI-rbi.org.in

Question 15 | International Organizations / IMF

With reference to the International Monetary and Financial Committee (IMFC), consider the following
statements:
1. IMFC discusses matters of concern affecting the global economy, and advises the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on the direction of its work.
2. The World Bank participates as observer in IMFC's meetings.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement1-Correct. IMFC is an advisory body of the IMF Board of Governors that discusses the
global economy and advises on the IMF's work.
e Statement 2 - Correct. The World Bank President and several international bodies attend as
observers.
» Both are correct — option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: IMF structure — Board of Governors, Executive Board, IMFC. Current affairs: IMF quota reform and
Spring/Annual meetings.
SOURCES
1. IMF -imf.org
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)
3. Economic Survey

Question 16 | Social Justice / Schemes

'Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan' is a national campaign to

(a) rehabilitate the homeless and destitute persons and provide them with suitable sources of livelihood
(b) release the sex workers from their practice and provide them with alternative sources of livelihood
(c) eradicate the practice of manual scavenging and rehabilitate the manual scavengers
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(d) release the bonded labourers from their bondage and rehabilitate them
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) eradicate the practice of manual scavenging and rehabilitate the manual
scavengers
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (c) - Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan (launched by Safai Karamchari Andolan, 2012) aims to
eradicate manual scavenging and rehabilitate those engaged in it.
e (a), (b), (d) - Different issues (homelessness, sex work, bonded labour).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers Act, 2013. Current affairs: NAMASTE scheme and
sewer-death reports.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Social Justice — socialjustice.gov.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (Welfare)

Question 17 | History / Bhakti Movement

With reference to the cultural history of medieval India, consider the following statements:
1. Siddhas (Sittars) of Tamil region were monotheistic and condemned idolatry.
2. Lingayats of Kannada region questioned the theory of rebirth and rejected the caste hierarchy.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. The Tamil Siddhars believed in one God and criticised idol worship and
ritualism.
e Statement 2 - Correct. Basavanna's Lingayats (Virashaivas) rejected caste hierarchy, Brahminical
ritual and the doctrine of rebirth.
» Both are correct — option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Bhakti and Sufi movements in South India. Current affairs: Basavanna's legacy; Tamil literary
traditions.
SOURCES
1. Satish Chandra — Medieval India
2. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part | (Bhakti-Sufi)
3. Spectrum - A Brief History of Modern India (Background)

Question 18 | Economy / External Sector

Which of the following best describes the term 'import cover', sometimes seen in the news?
(a) Itis the ratio of value of imports to the Gross Domestic Product of a country
(b) Itis the total value of imports of a country in a year
(c) Itis the ratio between the value of exports and that of imports between two countries
(d) Itis the number of months of imports that could be paid for by a country's international reserves
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Itis the number of months of imports that could be paid for by a country's
international reserves
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - Import cover is foreign exchange reserves expressed as the number of months of
imports they can finance.
e (a), (b), (c) - These describe import-to-GDP ratio, total imports, and a bilateral trade ratio
respectively.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
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Static: Forex reserves adequacy indicators. Current affairs: India's reserves and import cover figures in RBI
releases.

SOURCES

1. RBI-rbi.org.in

2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy

3. Economic Survey - External Sector

Question 19 | International Relations / Places in News

Consider the following pairs:

Community sometimes mentioned in the [Inthe affairs

news of
1. Kurd Bangladesh
2. Madhesi Nepal
3. Rohingya Myanmar
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(@) 1and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 2and 3
(d) 3only

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 2and 3
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Pair1-Incorrectly matched. Kurds are an ethnic group of Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran, not
Bangladesh.
e Pair 2 - Correctly matched. Madhesis of the Terai region of Nepal agitated over the 2015
Constitution.
e Pair 3- Correctly matched. Rohingya Muslims are from Rakhine State, Myanmar.
» Hence 2 and 3 - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Ethnic conflicts and refugees. Current affairs: Rohingya refugee issue and Madhesi demands in
Nepal's politics.
SOURCES
1. The Hindu / Indian Express - International Relations
2. UNHCR -unhcr.org
3. Ministry of External Affairs — mea.gov.in

Question 20 | International Organizations / Disarmament

With reference to 'Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)), consider the
following statements:
1. Itis an organization of European Union in working relation with NATO and WHO.
2. It monitors chemical industry to prevent new weapons from emerging.
3. It provides assistance and protection to States Parties against chemical weapons threats.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) 1and 3only
(d) 1,2and 3
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2and 3 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. OPCW is an independent international organisation (The Hague) that
implements the Chemical Weapons Convention and works with the UN, not an EU body.
e Statement 2 - Correct. It verifies destruction of stockpiles and monitors the chemical industry to
prevent re-emergence of weapons.
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e Statement 3 - Correct. It offers assistance and protection to States Parties facing chemical-
weapons threats.
» Hence 2 and 3 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Chemical Weapons Convention (1993). Current affairs: OPCW's Nobel Peace Prize (2013);
investigations in Syria.
SOURCES
1. OPCW -opcw.org
2. MEA -mea.gov.in
3. The Hindu - International Relations

Question 21 | Agriculture / Government Schemes

With reference to 'Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana', consider the following statements:
1. Under this scheme, farmers will have to pay a uniform premium of two percent for any crop they
cultivate in any season of the year.
2. This scheme covers post-harvest losses arising out of cyclones and unseasonal rains.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. Farmers pay 2% for Kharif food/oilseed crops, 1.5% for Rabi, and 5% for
annual commercial/horticultural crops — not a uniform 2% for every crop and season.
e Statement 2 - Correct. The scheme covers post-harvest losses (up to 14 days after harvest, for
crops drying in the field) from cyclones and unseasonal rains.
» Hence 2 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Crop insurance (NAIS, MNAIS to PMFBY, 2016). Current affairs: Claims settlement and technology
use (remote sensing, drones) under PMFBY.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Agriculture — agriculture.gov.in / pmfby.gov.in
2. Economic Survey —Agriculture
3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Agriculture)

Question 22 | Environment / Biodiversity

In which of the following regions of India are you most likely to come across the 'Great Indian Hornbill'
in its natural habitat?
(a) Sand deserts of northwest India
(b) Higher Himalayas of Jammu and Kashmir
(c) Salt marshes of western Gujarat
(d) Western Ghats
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Western Ghats
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - The Great Indian Hornbill lives in evergreen and moist deciduous forests of the Western
Ghats (and the Himalayan foothills and north-east).
e (a), (b), (c) - Deserts, high Himalaya and salt marshes are not its habitat.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Hornbills; IUCN status (Vulnerable); State birds. Current affairs: Hornbill Festival, Nagaland; hornbill
nest adoption programmes.
SOURCES
1. Shankar IAS — Environment (Species)
2. IUCN Red List-iucnredlist.org
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3. Wildlife Institute of India — wii.gov.in

Question 23 | Environment / Rivers & Governance

Which of the following are the key features of 'National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA)'?

1. River basin is the unit of planning and management.

2. It spearheads the river conservation efforts at the national level.

3. One of the Chief Ministers of the States through which the Ganga flows becomes the Chairman of
NGRBA on rotation basis.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1and 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. NGRBA (2009) adopted the river-basin approach to planning and management.

2 - Correct. It was set up as the national-level body for Ganga conservation.

3 -Incorrect. NGRBA was chaired by the Prime Minister; Chief Ministers were members, not rotating chairs.

» Hence 1 and 2 only - option (a).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Ganga Action Plan, NGRBA under Environment Protection Act. Current affairs: NGRBA replaced by

the National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and Management of River Ganga (2016); Namami Gange.

SOURCES

1. National Mission for Clean Ganga —nmcg.nic.in

2. MoEFCC// Jal Shakti —jalshakti-dowr.gov.in

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 24 | Agriculture / Fertilizers

Why does the Government of India promote the use of 'Neem-coated Urea' in agriculture?
(a) Release of Neem oil in the soil increases nitrogen fixation by the soil microorganisms
(b) Neem coating slows down the rate of dissolution of urea in the soil
(c) Nitrous oxide, which is a greenhouse gas, is not at all released into atmosphere by crop fields
(d) Itis acombination of a weedicide and a fertilizer for particular crops
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) Neem coating slows down the rate of dissolution of urea in the soil
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - Neem coating makes urea dissolve slowly, so nitrogen is released gradually, reducing
losses and improving use efficiency. It also hinders diversion to industrial use.
o Neem does notincrease nitrogen fixation; (c) Nitrous oxide emissions are reduced, not eliminated;
(d) it is not a weedicide-fertilizer mix.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Nutrient use efficiency; fertilizer subsidy. Current affairs: 100% neem-coated urea policy (2015);
nano urea and balanced fertilization.
SOURCES
1. Department of Fertilizers —fert.nic.in
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Agriculture)
3. PIB-pib.gov.in

Question 25 | Polity / Executive

Consider the following statements:

1. The Chief Secretary in a State is appointed by the Governor of that State.
2. The Chief Secretary in a State has a fixed tenure.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only



mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com

Website: civilstap22@gmail.com Contact us: 7814622609

(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Neither 1 nor2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. The Chief Secretary is appointed by the Chief Minister (in practice from
among senior IAS officers), not by the Governor.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. There is no fixed tenure; the officer holds the post at the pleasure of the
Chief Minister.
» Neither - option (d).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: State administration; All India Services. Current affairs: Centre-State disputes over IAS postings and
deputation rules.
SOURCES
1. M. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (State Government)
2. Second ARC Reports —darpg.gov.in
3. Constitution of India

Question 26 | Economy / Government Schemes

With reference to 'Stand Up India Scheme', which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Its purpose is to promote entrepreneurship among SC/ST and women entrepreneurs.
2. It provides for refinance through SIDBI.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1 and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. Bank loans of Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore for a greenfield enterprise to at least
one SC/ST borrower and one woman borrower per bank branch.
e Statement 2 - Correct. SIDBI provides refinance window through its Stand-Up India Fund.
» Both are correct — option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: MSME and inclusive entrepreneurship. Current affairs: Extension of Stand-Up India and credit
guarantee support.
SOURCES
1. Stand-Up India — standupmitra.in
2. SIDBI - sidbi.in
3. PIB-pib.gov.in

Question 27 | Agriculture / International Organizations

The FAO accords the status of 'Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System (GIAHS)' to traditional

agricultural systems. What is the overall goal of this initiative?

1. To provide modern technology, training in modern farming methods and financial support to local
communities of identified GIAHS so as to greatly enhance their agricultural productivity

2. Toidentify and safeguard eco-friendly traditional farm practices and their associated landscapes,
agricultural biodiversity and knowledge systems of the local communities

3. To provide Geographical Indication status to all the varieties of agricultural produce in such identified
GIAHS

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2and 3 only
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(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. GIAHS aims at conservation of traditional systems, not their modernisation for productivity.
2 - Correct. The goal is to identify and safeguard traditional practices, landscapes, biodiversity and
knowledge.

3 -Incorrect. GIAHS recognition does not grant Geographical Indication status.

» Hence 2 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: FAO programmes; traditional farming. Current affairs: Koraput (Odisha) and Kuttanad (Kerala) GIAHS
sites in India; International Year of Millets.

SOURCES

1. FAO -fao.org/giahs

2. Shankar IAS - Environment

3. MS Swaminathan Research Foundation — mssrf.org

Question 28 | Geography / Indian Rivers

Which of the following is/are tributary/tributaries of Brahmaputra?
1. Dibang
2. Kameng
3. Lohit
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d) 1,2and 3
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Dibang - Correct. A left-bank tributary in Arunachal Pradesh.
o Kameng - Correct. A north-bank tributary (Jia Bhareli) joining in Assam.
e Lohit-Correct. It joins the Brahmaputra in the Arunachal-Assam region.
» All three - option (d).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Brahmaputra drainage system. Current affairs: Siang Upper Multipurpose Project; China's Yarlung
Tsangpo dam.
SOURCES
1. NCERT Class 11 - India: Physical Environment (Drainage)
2. G.C. Leong - Certificate Physical and Human Geography
3. Atlas - Survey of India

Question29 | Economy / Banking

The term 'Core Banking Solutions' is sometimes seen in the news. Which of the following statements

best describes/describe this term?

1. Itis a networking of a bank's branches which enables customers to operate their accounts from any
branch of the bank on its network regardless of where they open their accounts.

2. ltis an effortto increase RBI's control over commercial banks through computerization.

3. ltis adetailed procedure by which a bank with huge non-performing assets is taken over by another
bank.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1only
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DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. CBS centralises the bank's data so a customer can operate the account at any networked
branch.

2 - Incorrect. Itis an internal technology system of a bank, not a regulatory-control tool of RBI.
3 - Incorrect. Takeover of a weak bank is called merger/amalgamation or resolution.

» Hence 1 only - option (a).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Banking technology, CBS. Current affairs: UPI and digital banking; PSB mergers.
SOURCES

1. RBI-rbi.org.in

2. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy (Banking)

3. IBA-iba.org.in

Question 30 | Environment / Climate Conventions

Consider the following pairs:

Terms sometimes seen in the news Their origin

1. Annex-l Countries Cartagena Protocol
2. Certified Emissions Reductions Nagoya Protocol
3. Clean Development Mechanism Kyoto Protocol

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) 3only
(d) 1,2and 3
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 3only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Pair1-Incorrect. Annex-l countries are defined in the UNFCCC (and the Kyoto Protocol); the
Cartagena Protocol deals with biosafety.
e Pair 2 -Incorrect. Certified Emission Reductions (carbon credits) arise from the Kyoto Protocol's
CDM; the Nagoya Protocol concerns access and benefit sharing of genetic resources.
e Pair 3-Correct. CDM is a Kyoto Protocol flexibility mechanism.
» Hence 3 only - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Kyoto mechanisms, CBD protocols. Current affairs: Article 6 carbon markets under Paris
Agreement; India's Carbon Credit Trading Scheme.
SOURCES
1. UNFCCC - unfccc.int
2. CBD -cbd.int
3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 31 | Science & Technology / Biotechnology

In the context of the developments in Bioinformatics, the term 'transcriptome’, sometimes seen in
the news, refers to

(a) arange of enzymes used in genome editing

(b) the full range of mMRNA molecules expressed by an organism

(c) the description of the mechanism of gene expression

(d) a mechanism of genetic mutations taking place in cells

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) the full range of mMRNA molecules expressed by an organism
DETAILED EXPLANATION
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e Option (b) - The transcriptome is the complete set of RNA transcripts (mMRNA) expressed by a
genome in a given cell or condition.
e (a), (c), (d) - Do not define the transcriptome.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Genomics, proteomics, transcriptomics. Current affairs: Genome India Project; mRNA
technologies.
SOURCES
1. NCERT Class 12 Biology — Molecular Basis of Inheritance
2. DBT -dbtindia.gov.in
3. The Hindu - Science

Question 32 | Social Sector / Health

'Mission Indradhanush' launched by the Government of India pertains to
(a) immunization of children and pregnant women
(b) construction of smart cities across the country
(c) India's own search for the Earth-like planets in outer space
(d) New Educational Policy
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) immunization of children and pregnant women
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) — Mission Indradhanush (2014) targets full immunisation of children under two and
pregnant women against vaccine-preventable diseases.
e (b),(c), (d) - Unrelated to smart cities, planet search or education policy.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Universal Immunisation Programme. Current affairs: Intensified Mission Indradhanush and U-WIN
platform.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Health — mohfw.gov.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. Economic Survey - Social Infrastructure

Question 33 | Environment / Government Missions

Which of the following best describes/describe the aim of 'Green India Mission' of the Government of

India?

1. Incorporating environmental benefits and costs into the Union and State Budgets thereby
implementing the 'green accounting'

2. Launching the second green revolution to enhance agricultural output so as to ensure food security to
one and allin the future

3. Restoring and enhancing forest cover and responding to climate change by a combination of
adaptation and mitigation measures

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 3only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. Green accounting is not the mission's aim.

2 - Incorrect. Agricultural output is the subject of the Green Revolution / National Mission for Sustainable

Agriculture.

3 - Correct. GIM (a National Action Plan on Climate Change mission) aims to increase forest/tree cover and

respond to climate change through adaptation and mitigation.

» Hence 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
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Static: Eight missions under NAPCC. Current affairs: Green Credit Programme; compensatory afforestation
(CAMPA).

SOURCES

1. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in

2. NAPCC —dst.gov.in

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 34 | Governance / Food Safety

With reference to pre-packaged items in India, it is mandatory to the manufacturer to put which of the

following information on the main label, as per the Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and

Labelling) Regulations, 2011?

1. List of ingredients including additives

2. Nutrition information

3. Recommendations, if any, made by the medical profession about the possibility of any allergic
reactions

4. Vegetarian/non-vegetarian

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1,2and 3

(b) 2,3and 4

(c) 1,2and 4

(d) 1and 4 only

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1,2and 4

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Alist of ingredients including additives is required.

2 - Correct. Nutritional information is mandatory.

3 - Incorrect per the official key. The regulations do not require medical-profession recommendations on

allergy on the label.

4 - Correct. The veg/non-veg symbol (green dot / brown triangle) is mandatory.

» Hence 1,2 and 4 - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: FSSAIl and Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. Current affairs: Front-of-pack labelling debate;

FSSAI regulations on additives.

SOURCES

1. FSSAIl -fssai.gov.in

2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy

3. PIB-pib.gov.in

Question 35 | Science & Technology / Communication

'Project Loon', sometimes seen in the news, is related to
(a) waste management technology
(b) wireless communication technology
(c) solar power production technology
(d) water conservation technology
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) wireless communication technology
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - Project Loon (Google/Alphabet) used high-altitude balloons in the stratosphere to
provide internet access to remote areas.
e (a), (c), (d) — Not connected to waste, solar power or water conservation.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Internet access technologies (balloons, drones, satellites). Current affairs: Satellite broadband (LEO
constellations) and BharatNet.
SOURCES
1. The Hindu - Science & Technology
2. MeitY — meity.gov.in
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3. Alphabet/Loon announcements (project shut down in 2021)

Question 36 | Energy / Government Policy

'Net metering' is sometimes seen in the news in the context of promoting the
(a) production and use of solar energy by the households/consumers
(b) use of piped natural gas in the kitchens of households
(c) installation of CNG kits in motor-cars
(d) installation of water meters in urban households
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) production and use of solar energy by the households/consumers
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - Net metering lets consumers with rooftop solar feed surplus power to the grid and be
credited, paying only for net consumption.
o (b), (c), (d) - Unrelated to gas, CNG or water metering.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Renewable energy policy; rooftop solar. Current affairs: PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana and net-
metering rules.
SOURCES
1. MNRE - mnre.gov.in
2. Ministry of Power — powermin.gov.in
3. PIB-pib.gov.in

Question 37 | Economy / Indices & Reports

India's ranking in the 'Ease of Doing Business Index' is sometimes seen in the news. Which of the
following has declared that ranking?
(a) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
(b) World Economic Forum
(c) World Bank
(d) World Trade Organization (WTO)
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) World Bank
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (c)-The World Bank published the Doing Business report and the Ease of Doing Business
ranking.
e (a), (b), (d)- OECD, WEF and WTO publish other indices (e.g. WEF's Global Competitiveness
Report).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Index-issuing agencies. Current affairs: The World Bank discontinued Doing Business reports in
2021 after data irregularities; B-READY is its successor.
SOURCES
1. World Bank — worldbank.org
2. DPIIT - dpiit.gov.in
3. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy

Question 38 | History / Medieval India

Banjaras during the medieval period of Indian history were generally
(a) agriculturists
(b) warriors
(c) weavers
(d) traders
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) traders
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - Banjaras were nomadic grain carriers and traders; they transported goods on pack
bullocks, serving armies and markets.
e (a), (b), (c) — Not their main occupations.
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STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Medieval trade and communities. Current affairs: Banjara (Lambani) community and their
classification issues; Lambani embroidery Gl.

SOURCES

1. Satish Chandra — Medieval India

2. Irfan Habib — Agrarian System of Mughal India

3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part I

Question 39 | History / Ancient India

Who of the following had first deciphered the edicts of Emperor Ashoka?
(a) Georg Buhler
(b) James Prinsep
(c) Max Muller
(d) William Jones
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) James Prinsep
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) -James Prinsep deciphered the Brahmi scriptin 1837, enabling the reading of Ashokan
edicts.
e Buhler studied inscriptions later; (c) Max Muller edited the Rig Veda; (d) William Jones founded the
Asiatic Society.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Ashokan edicts and Brahmi. Current affairs: Ashokan edict sites and Asiatic Society heritage.
SOURCES
1. R.S. Sharma - India's Ancient Past
2. Romila Thapar — Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas
3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part |

Question 40 | Polity / Judiciary

With reference to the 'Gram Nyayalaya Act', which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. As per the Act, Gram Nyayalayas can hear only civil cases and not criminal cases.
2.The Act allows local social activists as mediators/reconciliators.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. Gram Nyayalayas try both civil and criminal cases (as specified in the
Schedules).
e Statement 2 - Correct. Social workers with requisite qualifications can be appointed as
conciliators/mediators.
» Hence 2 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008; access to justice. Current affairs: Slow rollout of Gram Nyayalayas;
Supreme Court directions to States.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Law & Justice — lawmin.gov.in
2. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (Judiciary)
3. Law Commission Reports

Question 41 | International Relations / Trade Blocs

With reference to the 'Trans-Pacific Partnership', consider the following statements:
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1. Itis an agreement among all the Pacific Rim countries except China and Russia.
2. Itis a strategic alliance for the purpose of maritime security only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Neither 1 nor2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. TPP (2016) was among twelve countries, not all Pacific Rim countries;
many Pacific Rim economies (such as South Korea, Indonesia and others) were outside it.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. Itis a trade and economic agreement, not a maritime-security alliance.
» Neither - option (d).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Mega-regional trade agreements. Current affairs: US withdrawal (2017) and CPTPP; RCEP and IPEF.
SOURCES
1. USTR / Ministry of Commerce — commerce.gov.in
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)
3. The Hindu - International Relations

Question 42 | International Relations / India-Africa

Consider the following statements: The India-Africa Summit
1. held in 2015 was the third such Summit
2. was actually initiated by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1951
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. The India-Africa Forum Summits were held in 2008 (New Delhi), 2011 (Addis
Ababa) and 2015 (New Delhi, the third).
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. The summit series was started in 2008 under the India-Africa Forum
Summit framework; it was not initiated by Nehru in 1951.
» Hence 1 only - option (a).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: India-Africa relations; Pan-African e-Network. Current affairs: African Union joining G20 (2023);
fourth India-Africa Forum Summit pending.
SOURCES
1. MEA -mea.gov.in
2. Indian Express - International Relations
3. The Hindu - Explained

Question 43 | Economy / Monetary Policy

What is/are the purpose/purposes of the 'Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR)'
announced by RBI?

1. These guidelines help improve the transparency in the methodology followed by banks for determining
the interest rates on advances.

2. These guidelines help ensure availability of bank credit at interest rates which are fair to the borrowers as
well as the banks.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only
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(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. MCLR (effective April 2016) replaced the base rate and standardised the
way banks compute lending rates, improving transparency.
e Statement 2 - Correct. RBI's stated objectives include fair rates for borrowers and banks and faster
transmission of policy rates.
» Both are correct - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Base rate, MCLR, repo-linked lending. Current affairs: External benchmark lending rates (EBLR)
linked to repo rate.
SOURCES
1. RBI-rbi.org.in
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Monetary Policy)
3. Economic Survey

Question 44 | Environment / Biodiversity

What is/are unique about 'Kharai camel), a breed found in India?

1. Itis capable of swimming up to three kilometres in seawater.

2. It survives by grazing on mangroves.

3. It lives in the wild and cannot be domesticated.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1and 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Kharai camels of Kutch swim long distances in the sea to reach mangrove islands.
2 - Correct. They feed on mangrove vegetation.

3 -Incorrect. They are domesticated, reared by the Maldhari community of Gujarat.
» Hence 1 and 2 only - option (a).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Indigenous livestock breeds. Current affairs: Kharai camel recognised as a distinct breed (2015);
conservation by Sahjeevan.

SOURCES

1. ICAR-NBAGR - nbagr.res.in

2. Shankar IAS - Environment

3. The Hindu - Environment

Question 45 | Environment / Biodiversity

Recently, our scientists have discovered a new and distinct species of banana plant which attains a
height of about 11 metres and has orange-coloured fruit pulp. In which part of India has it been
discovered?
(a) Andaman Islands
(b) Anaimalai Forests
(c) Maikala Hills
(d) Tropical rain forests of northeast
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) Andaman Islands
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - The species Musa indandamanensis was reported from the Andaman Islands.
e (b),(c), (d)-The discovery was not reported there.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
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Static: Crop wild relatives; endemic flora. Current affairs: New species discoveries by ZSl and BSI each
year.

SOURCES

1. Botanical Survey of India — bsi.gov.in

2. The Hindu - Environment

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 46 | Defence / Security

Which one of the following is the best description of 'INS Astradharini', that was in the news recently?
(a) Amphibious warfare ship
(b) Nuclear-powered submarine
(c) Torpedo launch and recovery vessel
(d) Nuclear-powered aircraft carrier
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Torpedo launch and recovery vessel
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (c) - INS Astradharini, built by Indian shipyards, is a torpedo launch and recovery vessel
commissioned in 2015.
e (a), (b), (d) - Not an amphibious ship, submarine or aircraft carrier.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Indian Navy platforms. Current affairs: INS Vikrant (indigenous carrier) and Navy's indigenisation
drive.
SOURCES
1. Indian Navy — indiannavy.nic.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in (Defence)
3. The Hindu - Defence

Question47 | Science & Technology / Aviation

What is 'Greased Lightning-10 (GL-10)', recently in the news?

(a) Electric plane tested by NASA

(b) Solar-powered two-seater aircraft designed by Japan

(c) Space observatory launched by China

(d) Reusable rocket designed by ISRO

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) Electric plane tested by NASA

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a)- GL-10 is a hybrid-electric vertical take-off and landing demonstrator tested by NASA.
e (b),(c), (d)-Not alapanese solar plane, Chinese observatory or ISRO rocket.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Electric and VTOL aircraft; sustainable aviation. Current affairs: eVTOL air taxis and India's RLV-TD

programme.

SOURCES

1. NASA - nasa.gov

2. ISRO —isro.gov.in

3. The Hindu - Science & Technology

Question 48 | Agriculture / Government Schemes

With reference to 'Initiative for Nutritional Security through Intensive Millets Promotion', which of the

following statements is/are correct?

1. This initiative aims to demonstrate the improved production and post-harvest technologies, and to
demonstrate value addition techniques, in an integrated manner, with cluster approach.

2. Poor, small, marginal and tribal farmers have larger stake in this scheme.

3. Animportant objective of the scheme is to encourage farmers of commercial crops to shift to millet
cultivation by offering them free kits of critical inputs of nutrients and micro-irrigation equipment.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
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(a) 1only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1and 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. INSIMP (under RKVY) demonstrates production, post-harvest and value-addition technologies
in clusters.

2 - Correct. Millets are grown mostly by small, marginal and tribal farmers in rainfed areas.

3 -Incorrect. The scheme does not aim to shift commercial-crop farmers to millets with free input kits.
» Hence 1and 2 only —option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Millets (nutri-cereals) and rainfed agriculture. Current affairs: International Year of Millets 2023;
Shree Anna promotion.

SOURCES

1. Ministry of Agriculture — agricoop.nic.in

2. Economic Survey —Agriculture

3. PIB - pib.gov.in

Question 49 | History / Modern India

The 'Swadeshi' and 'Boycott' were adopted as methods of struggle for the first time during the
(a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal
(b) Home Rule Movement
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement
(d) visit of the Simon Commission to India
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - Swadeshi and Boycott were first adopted in the anti-Partition agitation of Bengal
(1905).
e (b),(c), (d)-—They were used again later, but not for the first time.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Swadeshi movement 1905; Extremists. Current affairs: Vocal for Local and National Handloom Day
(7 August, linked to Swadeshi).
SOURCES
1. Bipan Chandra - India's Struggle for Independence
2. Spectrum — A Brief History of Modern India
3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part lll

Question 50 | History / Religion

With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following statements:

1. The concept of Bodhisattva is central to Hinayana sect of Buddhism.

2. Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to enlightenment.

3. Bodhisattva delays achieving his own salvation to help all sentient beings on their path to it.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. The Bodhisattva ideal is central to Mahayana, not Hinayana (Theravada).
e Statement 2 - Correct. ABodhisattva is a compassionate being on the path to enlightenment.
e Statement 3 - Correct. He postpones his own final liberation to help all sentient beings.

» Hence 2 and 3 only - option (b).
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STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Mahayana vs Hinayana. Current affairs: Buddhist Circuit and Buddhist heritage diplomacy.
SOURCES

1. NCERT Class 11 - An Introduction to Indian Art

2. R.S. Sharma -India's Ancient Past

3. Nitin Singhania - Indian Art & Culture

Question 51 | International Organizations / Health

'Doctors Without Borders (Medecins Sans Frontieres)', often in the news, is
(a) adivision of World Health Organization
(b) a non-governmental international organization
(c) aninter-governmental agency sponsored by European Union
(d) aspecialized agency of the United Nations
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) a non-governmental international organization
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - MSF is an independent, non-governmental humanitarian organisation (Nobel Peace
Prize 1999) providing medical aid in conflict zones.
e (a), (c), (d)-Itis not part of WHO, the EU or a UN specialised agency.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Humanitarian NGOs. Current affairs: MSF operations in Gaza, Sudan and Ukraine.
SOURCES
1. MSF - msf.org
2. The Hindu - International Relations
3. Ministry of External Affairs — mea.gov.in

Question 52 | Environment / Biodiversity Economics

With reference to an initiative called 'The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB)', which of

the following statements is/are correct?

1. Itis aninitiative hosted by UNEP, IMF and World Economic Forum.

2. ltis aglobalinitiative that focuses on drawing attention to the economic benefits of biodiversity.

3. It presents an approach that can help decision-makers recognize, demonstrate and capture the value
of ecosystems and biodiversity.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 2and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (¢c) 2and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. TEEB is hosted by UNEP (supported by the EU and others), not by the IMF and World

Economic Forum.

2 - Correct. It draws attention to the economic benefits of biodiversity.

3 - Correct. It offers an approach to recognise, demonstrate and capture ecosystem values.

» Hence 2 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Natural capital; ecosystem services valuation. Current affairs: Green GDP discussions and

Kunming-Montreal framework.

SOURCES

1. TEEB -teebweb.org

2. UNEP -unep.org

3. Shankar IAS - Environment
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Question 53 | Environment / Species in News

With reference to 'Red Sanders', sometimes seen in the news, consider the following statements:
1. Itis a tree species found in a part of South India.
2. Itis one of the mostimportant trees in the tropical rain forest areas of South India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 - Correct. Red Sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus) is endemic to the Eastern Ghats of
southern Andhra Pradesh (Seshachalam hills) and adjoining areas.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. It grows in dry deciduous/scrub forests, not tropical rain forests.
» Hence 1 only - option (a).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Endemic flora; CITES Appendix II; IUCN Endangered. Current affairs: Red sanders smuggling cases
and export norms.
SOURCES
1. IUCN Red List
2. MoEFCC/ Forest Survey of India
3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 54 | Environment / Forests & Climate

Which of the following statements is/are correct? Proper design and effective implementation of UN-
REDD+ Programme can significantly contribute to

1. protection of biodiversity

2. resilience of forest ecosystems

3. poverty reduction

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Safeguards under REDD+ protect biodiversity.

2 - Correct. Reducing deforestation and degradation improves forest resilience.
3 - Correct. Benefit-sharing with local communities can reduce poverty.

» All three - option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: REDD+ (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation). Current affairs: Forest
carbon markets and community forest rights.

SOURCES

1. UN-REDD Programme — un-redd.org

2. UNFCCC - unfccc.int

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 55 | Environment / Climate Accounting

What is 'Greenhouse Gas Protocol'?
(a) Itis aninternational accounting tool for government and business leaders to understand, quantify
and manage greenhouse gas emissions
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(b) Itis an initiative of the United Nations to offer financial incentives to developing countries to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and to adopt eco-friendly technologies
(c) Itis aninter-governmental agreement ratified by all the member countries of the United Nations to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to specified levels by the year 2022
(d) Itis one of the multilateral REDD+ initiatives hosted by the World Bank
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) Itis an international accounting tool for government and business
leaders to understand, quantify and manage greenhouse gas emissions
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - The GHG Protocol (WRI and WBCSD) provides standards for measuring and managing
emissions.
e (b),(c), (d)-Itis not a UN incentive scheme, an inter-governmental treaty, or a REDD+ initiative.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions. Current affairs: Corporate net-zero disclosures; BRSR reporting in India.
SOURCES
1. GHG Protocol - ghgprotocol.org
2. WRI -wri.org
3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 56 | Economy / Financial Regulation

With reference to 'Financial Stability and Development Council, consider the following statements:
1. Itis an organ of NITI Aayog.
2. Itis headed by the Union Finance Minister.
3. It monitors macroprudential supervision of the economy.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 3only
(c) 2and 3only
(d) 1,2and 3
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 2 and 3 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. FSDC (2010) is an apex body under the Ministry of Finance, not a NITI
Aayog organ.
e Statement 2 - Correct. The Union Finance Minister is the Chairman.
e Statement 3 - Correct. FSDC monitors macro-prudential supervision, financial stability and
financial literacy/inclusion.
» Hence 2 and 3 only - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Financial regulators — RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, PFRDA. Current affairs: FSDC meetings on financial stability
and crypto-asset regulation.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Finance — dea.gov.in
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy
3. RBI Financial Stability Report

Question 57 | Environment / International Conferences

With reference to 'Agenda 21', sometimes seen in the news, consider the following statements:
1. Itis a global action plan for sustainable development.

2. It originated in the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in 2002.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1only
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DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 - Correct. Agenda 21 is a comprehensive action plan for sustainable development.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. It originated at the Earth Summit (UNCED), Rio de Janeiro, 1992;

Johannesburg 2002 reviewed it.

» Hence 1 only - option (a).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Rio Summit (1992), Rio+20. Current affairs: 2030 Agenda and SDGs.

SOURCES

1. UN -sdgs.un.org

2. Shankar IAS - Environment

3. UNEP —unep.org

Question 58 | History / Social Reform

Satya Shodhak Samaj organized
(a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar
(b) atemple-entry movement in Gujarat
(c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra
(d) a peasant movementin Punjab
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (c) - Jyotiba Phule founded Satyashodhak Samaj (1873) in Maharashtra to fight caste
oppression and Brahminical dominance.
e (a), (b), (d) - Different movements and regions.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Social reform movements. Current affairs: Phule-Ambedkar legacy; Savitribai Phule's contributions
to women's education.
SOURCES
1. Bipan Chandra — Modern India
2. Spectrum - A Brief History of Modern India
3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part llI

Question 59 | Science & Technology / Biology

Which of the following statements is/are correct? Viruses can infect
1. bacteria

2. fungi

3. plants

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Bacteriophages infect bacteria.

2 — Correct. Mycoviruses infect fungi.

3 - Correct. Plant viruses such as tobacco mosaic virus infect plants.
» All three - option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Viruses and host range. Current affairs: Phage therapy research against antibiotic resistance.
SOURCES

1. NCERT Class 11 Biology — Biological Classification

2. NCERT Class 12 Biology - Human Health and Disease

3. The Hindu - Science
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Question 60 | Economy / International Taxation

The term 'Base Erosion and Profit Shifting' is sometimes seen in the news in the context of
(a) mining operation by multinational companies in resource-rich but backward areas
(b) curbing of the tax evasion by multinational companies
(c) exploitation of genetic resources of a country by multinational companies
(d) lack of consideration of environmental costs in the planning and implementation of developmental
projects
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) curbing of the tax evasion by multinational companies
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - BEPS refers to tax-planning strategies of multinationals that shift profits to low-tax
jurisdictions; the OECD/G20 BEPS project aims to curb this.
e (a), (c), (d) - Not related to mining, genetic resources or environmental costing.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Tax avoidance vs evasion; GAAR. Current affairs: OECD global minimum tax (Pillar Two) and India's
equalisation levy.
SOURCES
1. OECD - oecd.org/tax/beps
2. CBDT -incometaxindia.gov.in
3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy

Question 61 | Economy / Industrial Policy

Recently, India's first 'National Investment and Manufacturing Zone' was proposed to be setup in
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Gujarat
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Uttar Pradesh
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) Andhra Pradesh
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a)-India's first NIMZ was proposed in Prakasam district, Andhra Pradesh, under the
National Manufacturing Policy 2011.
e (b), (c), (d) - NIMZs were proposed in other States later, but not as the first.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: National Manufacturing Policy; SEZ vs NIMZ. Current affairs: National Industrial Corridor
Development Programme and PLI schemes.
SOURCES
1. DPIIT —dpiit.gov.in
2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Industry)
3. PIB-pib.gov.in

Question 62 | Economy / Mining

What is/are the purpose/purposes of 'District Mineral Foundations' in India?
1. Promoting mineral exploration activities in mineral-rich districts

2. Protecting the interests of the persons affected by mining operations

3. Authorizing State Governments to issue licences for mineral exploration
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. DMFs are not for promoting exploration.

2 - Correct. DMFs (Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2015) work for the
interest and benefit of persons and areas affected by mining.



mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com

Website: civilstap22@gmail.com Contact us: 7814622609

3 -Incorrect. Licence powers lie with State Governments under the MMDR Act; DMFs do not authorise
them.

» Hence 2 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: MMDR Act; mining and tribal rights. Current affairs: PMKKKY (Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan
Yojana) and DMF fund utilisation.

SOURCES

1. Ministry of Mines — mines.gov.in

2. PIB - pib.gov.in

3. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy

Question 63 | Education / Digital India

'SWAYAM,, an initiative of the Government of India, aims at
(a) promoting the Self Help Groups in rural areas
(b) providing financial and technical assistance to young start-up entrepreneurs
(c) promoting the education and health of adolescent girls
(d) providing affordable and quality education to the citizens for free
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) providing affordable and quality education to the citizens for free
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - SWAYAM is a MOOCs platform offering courses free of cost to learners.
e (a), (b), (c) - Self Help Groups, start-up finance and adolescent girls' schemes are different
programmes.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Digital education initiatives. Current affairs: SWAYAM Prabha, NEP 2020 and academic credit for
MOOC:s.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Education — education.gov.in / swayam.gov.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. Economic Survey - Social Infrastructure

Question 64 | History / Modern India

The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals were related to
(a) social reforms
(b) educational reforms
(c) reforms in police administration
(d) constitutional reforms
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) constitutional reforms
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms led to the Government of India Act, 1919,
introducing diarchy in the provinces.
e (a), (b), (c) - Not about social, educational or police reforms.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Constitutional development 1909-1935. Current affairs: Centenary discussions on India's early
constitutional experiments.
SOURCES
1. Laxmikanth —Indian Polity (Historical Background)
2. Bipan Chandra - India's Struggle for Independence
3. Spectrum - A Brief History of Modern India

Question 65 | History / Art & Architecture

What is/are common to the two historical places known as Ajanta and Mahabalipuram?
1. Both were built in the same period.
2. Both belong to the same religious denomination.
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3. Both have rock-cut monuments.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) None of the statements given above is correct

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. Ajanta was built between about the 2nd century BCE and 5th/6th century CE;
Mahabalipuram's monuments are Pallava work of the 7th-8th century CE.

2 - Incorrect. Ajanta is Buddhist; Mahabalipuram is Hindu (Shaiva-Vaishnava).

3 - Correct. Both have rock-cut monuments (caves at Ajanta; rathas and cave temples at Mahabalipuram).
» Hence 3 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Rock-cut architecture. Current affairs: UNESCO World Heritage sites and conservation of Ajanta
murals.

SOURCES

1. Nitin Singhania - Indian Art & Culture

2. NCERT Class 11 - An Introduction to Indian Art

3. ASI -asi.nic.in

Question 66 | Economy / Fintech

With reference to 'Bitcoins', sometimes seen in the news, which of the following statements is/are
correct?

1. Bitcoins are tracked by the Central Banks of the countries.

2. Anyone with a Bitcoin address can send and receive Bitcoins from anyone else with a Bitcoin address.
3. Online payments can be sent without either side knowing the identity of the other.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. Bitcoin is decentralised; central banks do not track or issue it.

2 - Correct. Any address holder can transact with any other.

3 - Correct. Transactions are pseudonymous; parties need not know each other's identity.

» Hence 2 and 3 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Cryptocurrency and blockchain; CBDC. Current affairs: RBl's digital rupee (e-rupee) and India's
crypto taxation.

SOURCES

1. RBI-rbi.org.in

2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy

3. Economic Survey

Question 67 | International Organizations / BRICS

Consider the following statements:

1. New Development Bank has been set up by APEC.

2. The headquarters of New Development Bank is in Shanghai.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. NDB was set up by the BRICS countries, not APEC.
e Statement 2 - Correct. Its headquarters is in Shanghai, China.

» Hence 2 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Multilateral development banks (NDB, AlIB, World Bank). Current affairs: NDB expansion to new

members; Dilma Rousseff as NDB President.

SOURCES

1. NDB - ndb.int

2. MEA -mea.gov.in

3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (External Sector)

Question 68 | Environment / Reports & Committees

'Gadgil Committee Report' and 'Kasturirangan Committee Report', sometimes seen in the news, are
related to
(a) constitutional reforms
(b) Ganga Action Plan
(c) linking of rivers
(d) protection of Western Ghats
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) protection of Western Ghats
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (Gadgil) and the High Level Working Group
(Kasturirangan) dealt with conserving the Western Ghats.
e (a), (b), (c)-Unrelated.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Ecologically Sensitive Areas; Western Ghats as UNESCO World Heritage (2012). Current affairs:
Wayanad landslides and ESA notification debates.
SOURCES
1. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in
2. Shankar IAS - Environment
3. The Hindu - Environment

Question 69 | History / Social Reform

Consider the following:

1. Calcutta Unitarian Committee

2. Tabernacle of New Dispensation

3. Indian Reform Association

Keshab Chandra Sen is associated with the establishment of which of the above?

(a) 1and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2and 3only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Not associated. The Calcutta Unitarian Committee was set up in the Rammohan Roy circle (with
William Adam), not by Keshab.

2 - Associated. Keshab Chandra Sen founded the Church of the New Dispensation (Nava Vidhan) after
splitting from the Brahmo Sama;.

3 - Associated. He established the Indian Reform Association (1870).

» Hence 2 and 3 only — option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Brahmo Samaj and its splits. Current affairs: 19th-century reformers and the Bengal Renaissance.
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SOURCES

1. Bipan Chandra - India's Struggle for Independence
2. Spectrum — A Brief History of Modern India

3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part lll

Question 70 | International Relations / West Asia

Which of the following is not a member of 'Gulf Cooperation Council'?
(a) Iran
(b) SaudiArabia
(c) Oman
(d) Kuwait
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) Iran
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option(a)-Iranis nota GCC member.
e (b),(c), (d) —Saudi Arabia, Oman and Kuwait are members (with the UAE, Qatar and Bahrain).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: West Asia geography and organisations. Current affairs: India-GCC FTA negotiations; Saudi-Iran
normalisation (2023).
SOURCES
1. GCC -gcc-sg.org
2. MEA -mea.gov.in
3. The Hindu - International Relations

Question 71 | Economy / Gold Policy

What is/are the purpose/purposes of Government's 'Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme' and 'Gold
Monetization Scheme'?

1. To bring the idle gold lying with Indian households into the economy

2. To promote FDI in the gold and jewellery sector

3. Toreduce India's dependence on gold imports

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (¢c) 1and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. The schemes mobilise household gold into financial use.

2 - Incorrect. They do not promote FDI in gold and jewellery.

3 - Correct. By mobilising domestic gold and reducing physical gold demand, they cut imports.
» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Current account deficit and gold imports. Current affairs: changes to the Gold Monetisation
Scheme and SGB issuance.

SOURCES

1. RBI-rbi.org.in

2. Ministry of Finance — finmin.nic.in

3. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy

Question 72 | International Relations / China

'Belt and Road Initiative' is sometimes mentioned in the news in the context of the affairs of
(a) African Union

(b) Brazil

(c) European Union
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(d) China

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) China

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d)- BRI is China's infrastructure and connectivity initiative linking Asia, Africa and Europe.
e (a), (b), (c) — Not their initiatives.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Silk Road; CPEC. Current affairs: India's non-participation in BRI; Italy's exit from BRI; IMEC corridor.

SOURCES

1. MEA -mea.gov.in

2. The Hindu - International Relations

3. Indian Express — Explained

Question 73 | Economy / Financial Inclusion

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana is aimed at
(a) bringing the small entrepreneurs into formal financial system
(b) providing loans to poor farmers for cultivating particular crops
(c) providing pensions to old and destitute persons
(d) funding the voluntary organizations involved in the promotion of skill development and employment
generation
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) bringing the small entrepreneurs into formal financial system
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a) - MUDRA (Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency) offers Shishu, Kishor and
Tarun loans to small and micro enterprises, bringing them into the formal system.
e (b),(c), (d) - Crop loans, pensions and NGO funding are different schemes.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: MSME financing. Current affairs: Tarun Plus category and MUDRA loan limit raised in Budget 2024.
SOURCES
1. MUDRA - mudra.org.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy

Question 74 | Geography / Energy Resources

In which of the following regions of India are shale gas resources found?
1. Cambay Basin

2. Cauvery Basin

3. Krishna-Godavari Basin

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Cambay Basin has shale gas potential.

2 - Correct. Cauvery Basin has shale gas potential.

3 - Correct. Krishna-Godavari Basin has shale gas potential.
» All three - option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Unconventional hydrocarbons. Current affairs: Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy
(HELP) and OALP rounds.

SOURCES

1. DGH -dghindia.gov.in

2. Ministry of Petroleum — mopng.gov.in

3. Majid Husain — Geography of India
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Question 75 | Economy / Reports & Indices

'Global Financial Stability Report' is prepared by the

(a) European Central Bank

(b) International Monetary Fund

(c) International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

(d) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) International Monetary Fund

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - The IMF publishes the Global Financial Stability Report.
e (a), (c), (d)-ECB, IBRD and OECD publish other reports.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Reports and issuing bodies. Current affairs: World Economic Outlook and GFSR updates.

SOURCES

1. IMF -imf.org

2. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy

3. Economic Survey

Question 76 | Economy / Social Security

Regarding 'Atal Pension Yojana', which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. Itis a minimum guaranteed pension scheme mainly targeted at unorganized sector workers.
2. Only one member of a family can join the scheme.

3. Same amount of pension is guaranteed for the spouse for life after subscriber's death.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. APY guarantees a fixed monthly pension (Rs 1,000-5,000) targeted at unorganised-sector
workers.

2 - Incorrect. Both spouses can join separately; membership is not limited to one per family.

3 - Correct. After the subscriber's death the spouse receives the same pension for life.

» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Social security schemes (APY, PMJJBY, PMSBY). Current affairs: APY subscriber growth and PFRDA
changes.

SOURCES

1. PFRDA - pfrda.org.in

2. PIB - pib.gov.in

3. Economic Survey

Question 77 | International Organizations / Trade

The term 'Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership' often appears in the news in the context of
the affairs of a group of countries known as

(a) G20

(b) ASEAN

(c) SCO

(d) SAARC

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) ASEAN

DETAILED EXPLANATION
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e Option (b) - RCEP is an ASEAN-led mega trade agreement involving ASEAN's FTA partners (China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand; India withdrew in 2019).
e (a), (c), (d) - Not RCEP bodies.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: ASEAN-centred trade architecture. Current affairs: RCEP in force since 2022; India's non-
membership.
SOURCES
1. ASEAN - asean.org
2. Ministry of Commerce - commerce.gov.in
3. The Hindu - International Relations

Question 78 | Energy / Efficiency

On which of the following can you find the Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star Label?
1. Ceiling fans

2. Electric geysers

3. Tubular fluorescent lamps

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1,2and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Ceiling fans carry BEE star labels.

2 - Correct. Storage water heaters (electric geysers) carry BEE star labels.
3 - Correct. Tubular fluorescent lamps carry BEE star labels.

» All three - option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Energy Conservation Act, 2001; Standards and Labelling Programme. Current affairs: Mandatory
star labelling for more appliances; Perform, Achieve and Trade.
SOURCES

1. BEE - beeindia.gov.in

2. Ministry of Power — powermin.gov.in

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 79 | Science & Technology / Energy

India is an important member of the 'International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor". If this
experiment succeeds, what is the immediate advantage for India?
(a) It can use thorium in place of uranium for power generation
(b) It can attain a global role in satellite navigation
(c) It can drastically improve the efficiency of its fission reactors in power generation
(d) It can build fusion reactors for power generation
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) It can build fusion reactors for power generation
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d)-ITER is a fusion experiment; success would let member countries build fusion reactors
for power generation.
e (a), (b), (c) - Fusion technology does not enable thorium use, satellite navigation or fission
efficiency.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Fission vs fusion; India's three-stage nuclear programme. Current affairs: ITER construction timeline
and India's contributions; SST-1 tokamak.
SOURCES
1. ITER - iter.org
2. DAE -dae.gov.in
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3. NCERT Class 12 Physics — Nuclei

Question 80 | History / Ancient and Medieval India

In the context of the history of India, consider the following pairs:

1. Eripatti Land, revenue from which was set apart for the maintenance of the
village tank

2. Taniyurs |Villages donated to a single Brahmin or a group of Brahmins

3. Ghatikas |Colleges generally attached to the temples

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(@) 1and 2

(b) 3only

(c) 2and 3

(d) 1and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) 1and 3

DETAILED EXPLANATION

Pair 1 — Correctly matched. Eripatti was land whose revenue maintained the village tank (eri) in the
Chola/Tamil country.

Pair 2 - Incorrectly matched. Brahmadeya villages were donated to Brahmins; a taniyur was a large village
that formed a separate administrative unit.

Pair 3 — Correctly matched. Ghatikas were centres of learning attached to temples.

» Hence 1 and 3 -option (d).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Chola local administration; temple-based education. Current affairs: Sengol and Chola heritage;
Uthiramerur inscriptions.

SOURCES

1. Upinder Singh — A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India

2. Nilakanta Sastri— The Cholas

3. Tamil Nadu Board History / Satish Chandra

Question 81 | Environment / Climate Diplomacy

Consider the following statements:

1. The International Solar Alliance was launched at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in

2015.

2.The Alliance includes all the member countries of the United Nations.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) 1only

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. ISA was launched by India and France at COP21, Paris, in November 2015.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. ISA covers sunshine-rich countries lying between the Tropics of Cancer

and Capricorn; it does not include all UN members.

» Hence 1 only - option (a).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: ISA headquarters at Gurugram; framework agreement. Current affairs: ISA membership opened to

allUN members (2020 amendment); One Sun One World One Grid.

SOURCES

1. ISA-isolaralliance.org

2. MNRE - mnre.gov.in
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3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 82 | International Organizations / European Union

'European Stability Mechanism', sometimes seen in the news, is an
(a) agency created by EU to deal with the impact of millions of refugees arriving from Middle East
(b) agency of EU that provides financial assistance to eurozone countries
(c) agency of EU to deal with all the bilateral and multilateral agreements on trade
(d) agency of EU to deal with the conflicts arising among the member countries
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) agency of EU that provides financial assistance to eurozone countries
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - The ESM (2012) is a permanent crisis-resolution mechanism that lends to eurozone
countries in financial difficulty.
e (a), (c), (d) - Not about refugees, trade agreements or inter-state conflicts.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Eurozone debt crisis. Current affairs: ESM reform and eurozone banking union.
SOURCES
1. ESM -esm.europa.eu
2. Ramesh Singh - Indian Economy
3. The Hindu - International Relations

Question 83 | Agriculture / Irrigation

Which of the following is/are the advantage/advantages of practising drip irrigation?
1. Reduction in weed

2. Reduction in soil salinity

3. Reduction in soil erosion

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 3only

(c) 1and 3only

(d) None of the above is an advantage of practising drip irrigation

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (¢c) 1and 3 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 - Correct. Water is delivered only near the plants, so weed growth in the gaps is reduced.
2 - Incorrect per the official key. Drip irrigation may even concentrate salts at the wetting-front edges; it is
not credited with reducing salinity.

3 - Correct. Slow, localised water application reduces runoff and soil erosion.

» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Micro-irrigation (drip, sprinkler). Current affairs: Per Drop More Crop under PMKSY.
SOURCES

1. Ministry of Agriculture — agricoop.nic.in

2. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Agriculture)

3. FAO -fao.org

Question 84 | Governance / Digital India

Regarding 'DigiLocker', sometimes seen in the news, which of the following statements is/are
correct?

1. Itis a digital locker system offered by the Government under Digital India Programme.

2. It allows you to access your e-documents irrespective of your physical location.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) Both1 and 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Correct. DigiLocker is a Digital India cloud-based document storage and issuance
platform.
e Statement 2 - Correct. Documents can be accessed online from anywhere.
» Both are correct - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Digital India pillars. Current affairs: DigiLocker integration with Aadhaar, vehicle and academic
records; India Stack.
SOURCES
1. DigiLocker —digilocker.gov.in
2. MeitY — meity.gov.in
3. PIB - pib.gov.in

Question 85 | Geography / River Linking

Recently, linking of which of the following rivers was undertaken?
(a) Cauvery and Tungabhadra
(b) Godavari and Krishna
(c) Mahanadi and Sone
(d) Narmada and Tapti
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) Godavari and Krishna
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - The Godavari-Krishna link (Pattiseema lift scheme, Andhra Pradesh, 2015) was
commissioned.
e (a), (c), (d) — Not the link undertaken at that time.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: National Perspective Plan for river linking. Current affairs: Ken-Betwa link project and Par-Tapi-
Narmada link.
SOURCES
1. NWDA - nwda.gov.in
2. Ministry of Jal Shakti —jalshakti-dowr.gov.in
3. The Hindu - Explained

Question 86 | Environment/ Pollution

In the cities of our country, which among the following atmospheric gases are normally considered in
calculating the value of Air Quality Index?
1. Carbon dioxide
2. Carbon monoxide
3. Nitrogen dioxide
4. Sulfur dioxide
5. Methane
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1,2 and 3 only
(b) 2,3 and 4 only
(c) 1,4and 5only
(d) 1,2,3,4and5b
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2,3 and 4 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Carbon dioxide and methane — Not included in India's AQI.
e Carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide and sulphur dioxide - Included, along with PM10, PM2.5,
ozone, ammonia and lead.
» Hence 2, 3 and 4 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
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Static: National Air Quality Index (launched 2014, eight pollutants earlier; now more). Current affairs: NCAP
and GRAP in Delhi-NCR.

SOURCES

1. CPCB - cpcb.nic.in

2. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 87 | Science & Technology / Space

With reference to 'Astrosat’, the astronomical observatory launched by India, which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. Other than USA and Russia, India is the only country to have launched a similar observatory into space.
2. Astrosatis a 2000 kg satellite placed in an orbit at 1650 km above the surface of the Earth.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Neither 1 nor 2
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. Japan and the European Space Agency, among others, have launched
space observatories.
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. Astrosat weighs about 1,513 kg and orbits at about 650 km.
» Neither - option (d).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Multi-wavelength astronomy. Current affairs: Aditya-L1 solar mission and XPoSat (X-ray
polarimetry).
SOURCES
1. ISRO -isro.gov.in
2. PIB - pib.gov.in
3. The Hindu - Science

Question 88 | History / Medieval Economy

With reference to the economic history of medieval India, the term 'Araghatta’ refers to

(a) bonded labour

(b) land grants made to military officers

(c) waterwheel used in the irrigation of land

(d) wasteland converted to cultivated land

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) waterwheel used in the irrigation of land

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (c) - Araghatta (Persian wheel) was a waterwheel used to lift water for irrigation.
e (a), (b), (d) - Different concepts.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Irrigation technology in medieval India. Current affairs: Traditional water systems and Jal Shakti

Abhiyan.

SOURCES

1. Satish Chandra — Medieval India

2. Irfan Habib — Agrarian System of Mughal India

3. Tamil Nadu Board History

Question 89 | History / Ancient Culture

With reference to the cultural history of India, the memorizing of chronicles, dynastic histories and
epic tales was the profession of who of the following?
(a) Shramana
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(b) Parivraajaka
(c) Agrahaarika
(d) Maagadha
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Maagadha
DETAILED EXPLANATION
Option (d) - Magadhas were bards who memorised and recited chronicles, genealogies and epic tales.
(a) Shramanas were ascetics; (b) Parivrajakas were wandering mendicants; (c¢) Agraharikas were holders of
agrahara grants.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Oral traditions and bards (suta, magadha). Current affairs: Intangible cultural heritage and oral
storytelling traditions.
SOURCES
1. R.S. Sharma - India's Ancient Past
2. Upinder Singh — A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India
3. NCERT Class 6-12 History

Question 90 | Environment / State Symbols

Recently, for the first time in our country, which of the following States has declared a particular
butterfly as 'State Butterfly'?
(a) Arunachal Pradesh
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Karnataka
(d) Maharashtra
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Maharashtra
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - Maharashtra declared the Blue Mormon as its State butterfly in 2015, the first State to
do so.
e (a), (b), (c) — Not the first State.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: State animals, birds and butterflies. Current affairs: Southern Birdwing proposed as India's national
butterfly; butterfly parks.
SOURCES
1. Shankar IAS — Environment
2. The Hindu — Environment
3. Wildlife Institute of India — wii.gov.in

Question 91 | Science & Technology / Space

Consider the following statements: The Mangalyaan launched by ISRO
1. is also called the Mars Orbiter Mission
2. made India the second country to have a spacecraft orbit the Mars after USA
3. made India the only country to be successful in making its spacecraft orbit the Mars in its very first
attempt
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) 1and 3only
(d) 1,2and 3
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 1and 3 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 - Correct. Mangalyaan is the Mars Orbiter Mission (2013-14).
e Statement 2 -Incorrect. The USA, the Soviet Union/Russia and ESA had earlier orbited Mars, so
India was not the second.
e Statement 3 - Correct (per official key). India succeeded in its very first attempt, unlike earlier
countries.
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» Hence 1 and 3 only - option (c).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Planetary missions. Current affairs: Mangalyaan-2 plans; Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya-L1.
SOURCES

1. ISRO -isro.gov.in

2. PIB - pib.gov.in

3. The Hindu - Science

Question 92 | History / Modern India

What was the main reason for the split in the Indian National Congress at Suratin 1907?
(a) Introduction of communalism into Indian politics by Lord Minto
(b) Extremists' lack of faith in the capacity of the moderates to negotiate with the British Government
(c) Foundation of Muslim League
(d) Aurobindo Ghosh's inability to be elected as the President of the Indian National Congress
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) Extremists' lack of faith in the capacity of the moderates to negotiate with
the British Government
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (b) - The Surat split arose from disagreement between the Extremists (Tilak, Lajpat Rai,
Bipin Pal) and the Moderates over methods; the Extremists doubted the Moderates' ability to win
concessions through petitions.
e (a), (c), (d) - Not the main reason.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Moderates vs Extremists. Current affairs: Anniversaries of Lal-Bal-Pal; historical memory of
Swadeshi.
SOURCES
1. Bipan Chandra - India's Struggle for Independence
2. Spectrum - A Brief History of Modern India
3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part llI

Question 93 | History / Freedom Struggle

The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the Second World War

(a) India should be granted complete independence

(b) India should be partitioned into two before granting independence

(c) India should be made a republic with the condition that she will join the Commonwealth

(d) India should be given Dominion status

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) India should be given Dominion status

DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d)-The Cripps Mission (1942) promised Dominion status with the right to secede from the

Commonwealth, plus a Constituent Assembly after the war, with provinces allowed to stay out.

e (a), (b), (c) - Not the proposal.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Missions to India 1942-46. Current affairs: Constituent Assembly debates and Constitution Day.

SOURCES

1. Bipan Chandra - India's Struggle for Independence

2. Spectrum — A Brief History of Modern India

3. NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part ll|

Question 94 | Geography / Regions & Places

Consider the following pairs:

1. Bodhgaya Baghelkhand



mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com

Website: civilstap22@gmail.com Contact us: 7814622609

2. Khajuraho Bundelkhand
3. Shirdi Vidarbha
4. Nasik (Nashik) | Malwa

5. Tirupati Rayalaseema

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) 1,2and 4
(b) 2,3,4and 5
(c) 2and 5only
(d) 1,3,4and5
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (c) 2 and 5 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Pair1-Incorrect. Bodhgaya lies in the Magadha region of Bihar, not Baghelkhand.
e Pair 2 - Correct. Khajuraho is in Bundelkhand.
e Pair 3-Incorrect. Shirdi is in western Maharashtra (Ahmednagar), not Vidarbha.
e Pair4 -Incorrect. Nashik is in north Maharashtra, not Malwa.
e Pair5-Correct. Tirupati is in Rayalaseema.
» Hence 2 and 5 only - option (c).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Cultural regions of India. Current affairs: Pilgrimage circuits and Kumbh Mela at Nashik.
SOURCES
1. NCERT Class 11 - India: Physical Environment
2. Majid Husain — Geography of India
3. Atlas - Survey of India

Question 95 | Polity / Centre-State Relations

The Parliament of India acquires the power to legislate on any item in the State List in the national

interest if a resolution to that effect is passed by the

(a) Lok Sabha by a simple majority of its total membership

(b) Lok Sabha by a majority of not less than two-thirds of its total membership

(c) Rajya Sabha by a simple majority of its total membership

(d) Rajya Sabha by a majority of not less than two-thirds of its members present and voting

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Rajya Sabha by a majority of not less than two-thirds of its members

present and voting

DETAILED EXPLANATION

e Option (d) - Under Article 249, the Rajya Sabha can empower Parliament to legislate on a State List
subject in the national interest by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting; the
resolution lasts one year (renewable).
e (a), (b), (c)-The Lok Sabha plays no role in this resolution; a simple majority of total membership is

not the requirement.

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Articles 249, 250, 252, 253. Current affairs: Centre-State legislative tensions and Seventh Schedule

debates.

SOURCES

1. M. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (Centre-State Relations)

2. Constitution of India — Art. 249

3. Lok Sabha Secretariat

Question 96 | Geography / Infrastructure

Recently, which of the following States has explored the possibility of constructing an artificial inland
port to be connected to sea by a long navigational channel?
(a) Andhra Pradesh
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(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Karnataka
(d) Rajasthan
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (d) Rajasthan
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (d) - Per the official key, Rajasthan explored an artificial inland port linked to the sea by a
long navigational channel.
e (a), (b), (c) — Not the State reported for this proposal.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Ports and inland waterways. Current affairs: Sagarmala, dry ports and National Waterways.
SOURCES
1. Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways — shipmin.gov.in
2. The Hindu - Infrastructure
3. Ramesh Singh — Indian Economy (Infrastructure)

Question 97 | Environment / Climate Agreements

With reference to the Agreement at the UNFCCC Meeting in Paris in 2015, which of the following

statements is/are correct?

1. The Agreement was signed by all the member countries of the UN and it will go into effect in 2017.

2. The Agreement aims to limit the greenhouse gas emissions so that the rise in average global
temperature by the end of this century does not exceed 2 degrees C or even 1.5 degrees C above pre-
industrial levels.

3. Developed countries acknowledged their historical responsibility in global warming and committed to
donate $1000 billion a year from 2020 to help developing countries to cope with climate change.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 3only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2and 3only

(d) 1,2and 3

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only

DETAILED EXPLANATION

1 -Incorrect. It was adopted by parties to the UNFCCC and came into force on 4 November 2016.

2 - Correct. Goal: well below 2 degrees C, pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees C.

3 - Incorrect. Developed countries committed to mobilise $100 billion a year from 2020, not $1000 billion.

» Hence 2 only - option (b).

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK

Static: Paris Agreement; NDCs; climate finance. Current affairs: New climate finance goal (NCQG) from

COP29.

SOURCES

1. UNFCCC - unfccc.int

2. MoEFCC - moef.gov.in

3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 98 | Environment / Sustainable Development

Consider the following statements:

1. The Sustainable Development Goals were first proposed in 1972 by a global think tank called the 'Club
of Rome'.

2. The Sustainable Development Goals have to be achieved by 2030.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only
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DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1 -Incorrect. SDGs were proposed at the Rio+20 conference (2012) and adopted by the
UN in 2015; the Club of Rome's 1972 'Limits to Growth' is a different matter.
e Statement 2 - Correct. The 2030 Agenda sets 17 goals to be achieved by 2030.
» Hence 2 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: MDGs to SDGs; NITI Aayog SDG India Index. Current affairs: SDG Summit and India's SDG progress.
SOURCES
1. UN -sdgs.un.org
2. NITI Aayog — niti.gov.in
3. Shankar IAS - Environment

Question 99 | Personalities / Arts & Culture

A recent movie titled 'The Man Who Knew Infinity' is based on the biography of
(a) S. Ramanujan
(b) S. Chandrasekhar
(c) S.N.Bose
(d) C.V.Raman
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (a) S. Ramanujan
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Option (a)-The film (2015) is based on Robert Kanigel's biography of mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan.
e (b),(c), (d) - Chandrasekhar, Bose and Raman are not the subject.
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: Indian scientists. Current affairs: National Mathematics Day on 22 December (Ramanujan's birth
anniversary).
SOURCES
1. Robert Kanigel - The Man Who Knew Infinity
2. Ministry of Education — education.gov.in
3. The Hindu - Science

Question 100 | Polity / Local Government

Consider the following statements:
1. The minimum age prescribed for any person to be a member of Panchayat is 25 years.
2. A Panchayat reconstituted after premature dissolution continues only for the remainder period.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A): (b) 2 only
DETAILED EXPLANATION
e Statement 1-Incorrect. The minimum age to contest Panchayat elections is 21 years (Article
243F), not 25.
e Statement 2 - Correct. A Panchayat reconstituted after premature dissolution continues only for
the remainder of the five-year term (Article 243E).
» Hence 2 only - option (b).
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK
Static: 73rd Amendment, Part IX. Current affairs: Panchayat devolution index and women's participation in
PRIs.
SOURCES
1. M. Laxmikanth - Indian Polity (Panchayati Raj)
2. Ministry of Panchayati Raj — panchayat.gov.in
3. Constitution of India — Arts. 243D-243F
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